Road-Sail Transport
enlisting the co-operation of the business community. The
State of Hyderabad has been a pioneer in this field of
road-rail co-ordination. By running a number of out-
agencies at twelve centres, the fleet of buses and lorries of
the State Road Service is used to run in co-operation with
the State Railway and to collect and deliver goods at the
rail-head. The rate charged varies according to the
distance between the rail-head and the out-agency and
the heaviness of traffic offering. Thus, the actual rate
charged varies between half a pie per maund-mile and
two pies per maund-mile. The North-Western Railway has
similarly formed a new Company called the North-Western
Transport Company wherein the Railway is the chief
partner. A co-ordinated road-rail services is thereby
offered between Lyallpur and Jhang.
Under Section 51 (A) of the Indian Railways Act of
1890, the Railways are empowered to run road services to
facilitate movement of traffic on their lines. The clause
was so worded that it meant that such road powers could
only be exercised in the case of through traffic. It was
subsequently felt in 1932 that this should be amended so
as to empower them to run them for additional service too.
The advantages of a road and rail service under the
direction of a single system hardly need be emphasised,
Nevertheless, the possibility of voluntary co-ordination
with other road operators should not be kept out of
consideration, for, by maintaining a separate road service,
a railway cannot entirely solve the problem of road com-
petition with the other road operators. It would entail
unnecessary administrative and financial responsibility
wMeh* if it would be possible, the railway would like to
obriate. However, voluntary eo-ordination would be only
possible where the route served is a ' feeder * road and does
Dot mm parallel to the railway. The reasons for this are
obvious; since the jurisdiction of each would b$ clearly